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About the Seminar 

This national seminar and edited book project explores the transformation of Vedanta from a philosophical 

system into lived spirituality as realised by Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and reinterpreted by Swami 

Vivekananda for the modern world. The seminar foregrounds experiential spirituality, ethical humanism, and 

social responsibility in contemporary life. After the seminar an ISBN book will be published with all the 

selected papers. 



Objectives 

Å To examine Vedanta as the philosophical foundation of Indian spirituality 

Å To analyse Sri Ramakrishnaôs experiential spiritual praxis 

Å To study Swami Vivekanandaôs reinterpretation of Vedanta for modern society 

Å To explore the relevance of spiritual humanism today 

Themes 

1. Vedanta: Text, Philosophy, and Practice 

(From Scriptural Foundations to Lived Reality) 

Sub-Themes: 

¶ Classical Vedantic texts: Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Brahma Sutra ï interpretative traditions 

¶ Advaita, Vishishtadvaita, Dvaita, and Neo-Vedantic engagements 

¶ Vedanta as DarŜana and SǕdhana: theory vs lived spirituality 

¶ Oral traditions, folk commentaries, and vernacular Vedanta 

¶ Vedanta in everyday ethics, labour, family life, and rural society 

¶ Vedantic ideas of self (Atman), liberation (Moksha), and duty (Dharma) 

¶ Comparative Vedanta: Indian metaphysics and Western philosophy 

¶ Vedanta as a counter-narrative to materialism and extreme modernity 

¶ Praxis-oriented Vedanta: meditation, service, renunciation, and discipline 

 

2. Sri Ramakrishna: Experience, Pluralism, and Folk Spirituality 

(Mysticism Beyond Textual Boundaries) 

Sub-Themes: 

¶ Sri Ramakrishna and experiential spirituality (Anubhava) 

¶ Religious pluralism: realization of multiple pathsðHinduism, Islam, Christianity 

¶ Folk religiosity, village cosmology, and goddess traditions 

¶ Bhakti, Tantra, and Vedanta as lived synthesis 

¶ Oral narratives, metaphors, parables, and symbolic pedagogy 

¶ Women, devotion, and the sacred feminine in Ramakrishnaôs thought 

¶ Rural Bengalôs spiritual ecology and temple-centered culture 

¶ Madness, ecstasy, and altered states of consciousness in mysticism 

¶ Ramakrishna as a bridge between folk faith and philosophical Vedanta 

 

3. Swami Vivekananda: Neo-Vedanta, Education, and Nationhood 

(Spiritual Humanism and Social Awakening) 

Sub-Themes: 

¶ Swami Vivekananda and reinterpretation of Vedanta 




